[Association of rheumatoid arthritis and Kaposi disease. Apropos of a case arising after intraarticular corticotherapy].
A 66 year old Corsican HLA A2 and DR5-positive male with moderately active seropositive destructive rheumatoid arthritis developed Kaposi's sarcoma after intraarticular administration of corticosteroids. He had no history of oral corticosteroid therapy, organ transplantation, AIDS, or cancer. Chlorambucil proved ineffective but the outcome was spontaneously favorable following discontinuation of oral corticosteroid therapy initiated after the development of the skin lesions. Six previous reports of concomitant rheumatoid arthritis and Kaposi's sarcoma were found. All six cases occurred following systemic corticosteroid therapy. The high incidence of rheumatoid arthritis and the small number of patients with rheumatoid arthritis and Kaposi's sarcoma suggest that concomitant occurrence of the two conditions may be fortuitous. However, the responsibility of corticosteroid therapy, which preceded development of Kaposi's sarcoma in every case, cannot be ruled out.